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^^^^^^^^^^^^i^^^ STATiEMENT 

Pursiuant to 37 C.P.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, this Information Disclosure Statement includes 
FormPTp-1449V 

1. ^ listing docximents including patents, publications and other information for consideration by 

the Exaimner, however, siiice the subject application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of 
United Stete^ pateiits, and/or United States patent apphcations, and/or Uirited States patent 
apphcation pubUcatidns are not included in this information disclosure statement; and/or 

2. ri listing d6cuinb]its including patents, publications and other information that have been 

previously cited or iSubtmtted to the Patent Office in prior application U.S. Serial No. 
' .. " •= ; jfiled . -.' which is properly identified and reUed on for an earKer effective 

filing date imder 35 U.S.C. 120 for consideration by the Examiner; however, in accordance 

with 37 C.F.R. r.98(d), copies of such documents are not included in this information 

"/_•.■■'.*■.'■'• 

disclosure statement; and/or 

3. 1^ Hsting documents incMding patents, pubUcations, and other information for consideration by 

the Examiner, copies of which are included with this information disclosure statement; 
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4. listiiig other infonnation for the Examiner's consideration which was cited in a communication 
from a foreign pa office in a counterpart foreign application, a copy of which is included 
with tins infold 

The ihfbitnation herbin cited is only in fulfillment of Applicant(s) duty of candor in disclosing 
all mfbimatibfi brotight to Apiplicaiit(s) attention. This submission does riot represent that a search has 
been made oi: that rip better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
docimients are msiteiial or constitute "prior art". If it should be determined that any of the listed 
dbculrierits dp riot constitute "prior art" under United Stateis law, Applicant(s) reserve the rigfit to 
present to the dffice tiie releyarit facts arid law regarding flie appropriate status of such documents. 

• AppUpar^^^ tiie right to take appiropriate actipri to establish the patentability 

of the disclosed iriVeritibri over the listed docuirierits, should one or more of the dociiments be applied 
against the clairiis of the present application. 

; MPEP Sections 609 and 707.05(b), it is requested that each and every 

document cited (iucludirig any cited in applicant's specification which is not repeated on the attached 
Form PTO- 1449) be giveri thorough consideration and that it be cited of record in. the prosecution 
history of ihe present iipphcatio rDitiahng on Form PTO- 1449. Such initialing is requested even if 
the Examirier does, ribt consider it to be prior art for any reason, or even if the Examiner does riot 
believe that the guidelines for citation have been fiilly compUed with. This is requested so that each 
documerit becbmes li^ed on the face of the patent issuitig on the present application and is efvidence 
that the ExaMirier hai^ considered the document 

This Mfomiatiori Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

I) [ Within three (3) months- of filing the subject Apphcatibn or entry of the subject 

AppUcaitibn into the national stage or before mailing of the first Office Action on the merits of 
the subject AppUcatioii or a request for continued examination thereof, whichever event occurs 
last pursuant to of 37 C.F.R §1.97 (b); or 

H) n After the period specified in (I) but before the mailing date of either a final 
OfBcial Action under 37 C.F.R §1.113 or a notice of allowance imder 37 C.F.R §1.311 
whichever occurs first and; 
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1 . : ^ the xmdersigned hereby states that each item of information listed on the 

Form PTO-1449 was either (i) cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a coimterpait foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of 
this^-i^^ Statement or (ii) not cited in a communication from a 

fbr^dign patent b a coimterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 

tmde;r^igned. after niaking reasonable inquiry, not known to any individual designated 
in § 1 .56(c) rnore than three (3) months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
: ; :' " ^itateinent; or -.; ^ . . ■ 

• 2. , ; ED \ > uiidersigned hereby authorizes the Patent Office to charge tiie fee in 
ike iainoupt of $180.00 under 37 C.F.R §1.17 (p) to Deposit Account 05-0649. 

in) Q] After the period in (I) and (II) but before the payment of the issue fee and, 

: :i . : V Si) Ql that each item of information cited on the form PTO-1449 was 

cited in a communicatioii from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart 
V : foreign appUcation not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this 

b) tU that no items of information contained in Form PTO-1449 was 
* Cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
a|)pUcation, and to the knowledge of the lindersigned after making reasonable 
iriquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
: Statement was known to toy individual designated in 37 1.5 6(c) more 

than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; 

.:; 2.^^^^ The imdersigned hereby authorizes the Patent Office to charge the 

Petition fee in the Amomit of $180.00 under 37 C.F.R §1.17 (p) to Deposit Account 
05-0649. . ' 
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Except for issue fees payable under 37 C.F.R. §1.18, the Comroissioner is hereby authorized 
by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this application including 
fees due iMder 37 C.F.R. §§U6 and 1.17 which may be required, including any required exteiosionof 
time fees, of credit any overpayment to Deposit Acc^ 
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